Communication is Overrated



It’s been described as the age of information, supported by a belief system that if we could just “start a dialog”, all our problems would be solved.

But is that true? What happens when hurtful truths and painful realities come to the surface? What if efforts at reconciliation cause more even more damage?

The more we strive to depict reality, the more subjective things become
. The more we’re bombarded with information, the more it blurs into noise, or a mosaic 
with a different meaning.
Communication is Overrated features installations, paintings, printed materials, useless signage  
and a large-scale “textwork” wall painting. It explores the power and limitations of the act of message, and the effect of information bombardment. Artists includes Bob Buchholz, Diane Green, Kathryn Born, Annie Heckman, Carol Lewis, 
Mark Oldach, Emily Calvo,“Dina”, 
Michael Imlay
, and “Joy”.

This exhibit plays with the power and limitation of communication, deconstructs the act of the message. In explores the means we use to convey the message about who we really are, and the way the basic truth of our lives is something we can never really explain. 
   

-

�I think this whole thing reads like crap. I mean, ALL art is communication. This is turning into one of those shows where the theme is a complete stretch. I really think we should just go back to this being the title of the show.  


�You really need a theme, otherwise it’s going to look disconnected. 


�So this is how I’m shoving Bob and Diane’s work into Cinderella’s thematic glass slipper.  <<highlight>>


�A 10 X 10 of Herb Alpert’s Whip Cream and Other Delights still says something about communication. 


�I’m just going to stick a bunch of signs in the gallery to hammer home the theme


�We’re putting Carol’s portrait in the middle of your wall painting because we’re running out of space. Sorry to do this to you, but look on the bright side, it adds to the confusion and furthers the theme. 


�Imlay contributed a face with tape across the mouth, he made it specifically to fit the theme. Are you happy now? 





� No, I’m not happy. That’s what I wanted to avoid, ten paintings of figures shaking their fists as they argue with each other! I’m not into thematic conformity, I hate it when the artwork fits the theme, as much as when it doesn’t fit at all. I’d rather the audience be forced to make absurd mental connections than to be obvious. 


�This is not your copy, this is from the Gallery 400 show you only gave 3 stars because the theme was weak. Please re-write


�I mean, at this point, there is no piece of art in the entire world that we couldn’t put into this exhibit and say it doesn’t meet the theme of communication. Why don’t we just change the theme to “It’s Just The Pain That Never Disappears”?


�Everyone’s theme is weak, it’s how the game is played. Try not to over-think it. 


�I mean, we’re a group of artists who share the reality of trying to get back on our feet after great suffering and hardship. Sometimes we deal with the issues overtly, sometimes it’s been internalized and only affects our art subconsciously. But we’re all different, no one fits the mold. So even if our final product isn’t thematically aligned, we are still a group with shared values, a common bond and kinship. Why Isn’t that theme enough for everyone? 





